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New Titles for Children and Young People
Adoff, Arnold, ed. My Black Me; A Beginning Book on Black Poetry. Dutton, 1974. 83p.
$5.50.
"Power to the poets," writes Adoff in his foreword, and in this anthology of
R poems by black writers the proud, joyful note of his message is exemplified by the
3-6 closing lines of the first selection, Lucille Clifton's "Listen Children"; "We have
always loved each other/ children/ all ways/ pass it on." There are poems that speak
in protest, but as a collection the poems are a positive affirmation of blackness, and
they have been wisely chosen for younger readers. Notes on the poets and an index
are appended.
Alcott, Louisa May. An Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving; illus. by Holly Johnson. Lippincott,
1974. 73p. $4.95.
An old-fashioned story, replete with high moral tone and sentiment but tempered
Ad by homely warmth and Alcott's distinctive lawks-a-mussy humor. The seven Bassett
3-5 children are left alone in the farmhouse when their mother goes off to see Grand-
mother, of whom a messenger has brought news that she is "failing fast." The older
girls struggle with a Thanksgiving feast, all do their chores. "For the little daughters
were Mrs. Bassett's only maids, and the stout boys helped their father, all working
happily together with no wages but love .. ." The Bassett parents return with the
news that Grandmother is well, the message was a mistake. They bring many rela-
tives with them, and all is merry. The illustrations have authentic period details, but
are otherwise pedestrian, the story has its own flowery charm and will be, perhaps, of
special interest to Alcott fans and students of children's literature. Several recipes
are included at the back of the book.
Bach, Alice. Mollie Make-Believe. Harper, 1974. 147p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $5.11 net.
Mollie's family is very close-knit, and very very proper, and she has little indepen-
Ad dence or initiative. She's looking forward to college in the fall-but the pattern of her
7-9 summer is changed by her grandmother's fatal illness. Every day the family members
come in from their suburban homes to Grandmother's New York apartment to keep
a vigil, and that's how Mollie meets Jaimie, a free spirit, a loft-liver. Mollie has been
curious about sex, but she is embarrassed when she visits the loft and rejects Jaimie's
advances. Mollie, who has lived by her family's rules, hasn't enough initiative to
break away completely, but she is shaken enough by this new experience to know
that she must make her own life. As a developing character, Mollie is perceptively
drawn, but both her flaccid propriety and the adhesiveness of the family circle seem
exaggerated.
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Bailey, Jane H. The Sea Otter's Struggle. Follett, 1974. 95p. illus. Trade ed. $4.95; Library
ed. $4.98 net.
Despite occasional instances of unscientific attitude ("Nature has adapted the
Ad otter ... ") or of careless writing, this is an adequately written text about an interest-
5-7 ing subject. The organization of material is not strong, but the material itself is
accurate, the coverage comprehensive. The author describes the otter's habits, its
predators, its near-extinction after many years of being hunted for its superb fur, the
efforts made to conserve the species by starting new colonies, the dangers to otters
today from pollution, and the efforts that have been made to keep sea otters in zoos.
The bibliography is extensive; unfortunately, there is no index
Barth, Edna. Jack-O'-Lantern; pictures by Paul Galdone. Seabury, 1974. 40p. $5.95.
This isn't really a Hallowe'en story, since the pumpkin of the title is brought in
R only at the end, when the tale's protagonist uses it as a lantern to light his way in the
3-5 dark. It is, however, an authentic use of a Hallowe'en symbol in folk literature; Barth
does not use the holiday as the occasion of devilish visits, but has her devil's spawn
come to plague Mean Jack in impromptu fashion. Mean Jack, a surly blacksmith, had
been given three wishes by St. Peter, and he chose traps for the unwary. The Devil,
who had heard that Jack was as mean as he, sent a son-and then another-and then
came himself to fetch Jack, but each time the blacksmith used a wish and prevailed.
When Jack's time came to leave this life, he presented himself at the gates of heaven
and -refused admittance-at the gates of hell. Jack was so mean even the devil
didn't want him, so Jack had to spend Eternity wandering in the dark, his only light a
hollowed pumpkin lit by a glowing coal tossed him by the Devil. A folk tale that is
found in many cultures is nicely told here, not the best version for storytelling, but
one that reads well, and the illustrations are bold and comic, admirably suited to the
tale.
Baylor, Byrd. They Put on Masks; illus. by Jerry Ingram. Scribner, 1974. 48p. $5.95.
A poetic text describes the masks used by some Indian tribes, chiefly those of the
R Southwest, in their ceremonial rites and dances, giving details about the way the
3-5 masks are made as well as about how they are used. The illustrations are effective
and interesting although they do not make the impact of the Bahti pictures that
illustrated earlier Baylor books. The text incorporates some of the beautiful song
poetry that is used by the masked dancers, but it does more than that; it explains how
the masks evoke the spirits of those they portray, how wearing a mask invests the
person with the powers of the god or the creature he has become.
Behrens, June. Feast of Thanksgiving; The First American Holiday; A Play; illus. by Anne
Siberell. Childrens Press, 1974. 31p. Trade ed. $5.25; Library ed. $3.95 net.
Useful for Thanksgiving assemblies or classroom productions, a two-act play has
Ad dialogue that is fairly simple for memorization but too stilted for reading aloud. The
2-3 first act concerns four children who are helping prepare for the feast; one child is
afraid of the Indians, another wonders if an Indian boy has seen his lost, precious
ball. In act two, the feast is in progress and the ball is returned by the young Indian;
in return he is given a rarity, a small mirror. The messages of peace and cooperation
are firmly established. A boy narrator and a girl narrator give the backgrounds for
each act and summarize the Thanksgiving observance. The illustrations are awkward
but colorful, the play is slight in plot.
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Bell, Frederic. Jenny's Corner; illus. by Zenowij Onyshkewych. Random House, 1974. 58p.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $4.59 net.
Although the book's jacket refers to the story as fiction, it is told as though it it
Ad were based on fact; it is a sentimental nostalgia piece. Jenny Drury's father had just
5-6 moved to a Pennsylvania farm in 1856. Nine years old, she was enchanted by the
beauty of the deer that roamed freely in the nearby forest and often left food for
them. When she heard hunters shooting one day, she ran after a wounded doe despite
the fierce snowstorm that was raging. When she learned that her father had promised
hunting rights to a helpful neighbor, Jenny went into a decline. Hovering at death's
point, she revived only when the crusty old neighbor came to her bedside and
promised that in that corner of land (". .. this here be Jenny's Corner, an' ye are not
t'go left nor right wi' yer rifles.") there would never again be hunting. The story ends
with a recounting of the legend that a doe and her fawn came out of the forest and lay
down on Jenny's grave, years later, when she was just buried. The story has a nice
evocation of time and place, and it should touch the hearts of animal lovers, but it
does verge occasionally on the mawkish.
Bendick, Jeanne. Solids, Liquids and Gases; written and illus. by Jeanne Bendick. Watts,
1974. 71p. (Science Experiences) $4.50.
Bendick uses the process approach (with a few hints at the back of the book) to
R explain the differences between the three states of matter. She suggests using sets of
3-5 criteria and establishing rules for judging by using comparison and testing. Simple
home demonstrations challenge the reader, the continuous text broken by topic
headings or such headings as "Think for yourself," and "What do you think?" The
illustrations are sprightly and moderately informative, the text is written with breezy
informality and is well-organized; a brief index is appended.
Bernstein, Margery. How the Sun Made a Promise and Kept It; A Canadian Indian Myth;
retold by Margery Bernstein and Janet Kobrin; illus. by Ed Heffernan. Scribner,
1974. 40p. $4.95.
A variant on a "why" story explains why the beaver has a bare tail. Based on a
Ad tale told by the Bungee Indians of Canada, the book was compiled so that children
2-3 would have a version they could read. The text is distinguished less for its style
(direct, simple, occasionally choppy) than for reading ease. The illustrations use
some appropriate decorative motifs but their cartoon-like details lack the dignity that
best supports native American mythology. The story describes the efforts of the god
Weese-ke-jak to keep the sun close to earth so that its inhabitants would have
warmth and light. He catches the sun in a net, but soon all creatures suffer because it
is too hot. Weese-ke-jak makes the sun promise that it will come near the earth a part
of every day if it is released. Only the beaver can stand the intense heat; he gnaws the
ropes of the net until the captive sun is freed, but his fur is damaged. The god gives
Beaver a new coat of fur but leaves his tail bare so that everyone will remember how
brave he was. Good for storytelling, adequate for independent reading.
Bliss, Ronald G. Indian Softball Summer; or "Kickapoos Never Say Goodbye"; illus. by
William Moyers. Dodd. 1974. 127p. $4.
When Rand comes to visit his cousin Clyde in rural Kansas, he finds it odd that
M Clyde is so excited by playing on a slow-pitch softball team. Both boys encourage a
4-6 Kickapoo Indian to join their team, and Leaping Frog proves to be a great asset
despite some weakness at bat. Leaping Frog shows up for the final game in a deerskin
dress; at one point she kisses Rand, who is so overstimulated that he muffs the
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teams's chance for victory. They part on an affectionate note, with Leaping Frog
saying "Kickapoos never say goodbye. We just say Pa-Ma-Meen-A. Till I See You
Again!" The strengths of the book: a girl player who's accepted on the team after her
identity is known; the supercilious Met fan who learns that other games than major
league ball can be enjoyable. The weaknesses: the fact that nobody realizes Leaping
Frog is a girl (during the first encounter, "Even in the dark, muscles seemed to swell
Leaping Frog's clothes."), that she puts on a long dress for the end-of-season game,
and the writing style, which is pedestrian.
Bodecker, N. M. The Mushroom Center Disaster; illus. by Erik Blegvad. Atheneum, 1974.
48p. $4.25.
Tired and travel-dusty, Beetle comes to the miniature community of Mushroom
Ad Center to find a haven: snug little mushroom houses, gardens in bloom, and friendly
K-2 neighbors. He is instrumental in devising ways of rehabilitating the community after
disaster strikes; the U.F.R. (Unidentified Flying Rubbish) of a picnic has ruined
gardens, destroyed homes, and damaged property. Numerous ingenious ways of
using old chewing gum, a single pickle (it furnishes 2,749 pieces), a tin can (water
tower), a bottle (greenhouse) and other detritus are devised. A triumph of tiny
creatures over man's carelessness. The writing verges occasionally on the precious,
saved by touches of humor and the perennial appeal of a world of tiny beings; the
Blegvad illustrations are exactly right, precise and delicate in detail, yet with an
overall sense of humor and sturdiness.
Bonsall, Crosby Newell. And I Mean It, Stanley. Harper, 1974. 32p. illus. (I Can Read
Books) Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $2.92 net.
The unisex-facade reaches down to preschool in Crosby Bonsall's sprightly and
R engaging pictures of a small girl playing alone. She has discovered a treasure, a pile of
3-5 rubbish, and she dons various odd accessories from it as she constructs a Thing. All
yrs. through the book, she keeps up a running monologue: "I am making a great thing
Stanley. You will want to see it, Stanley ... Well, you can't. And I mean it, Stanley
... It is really neat, Stanley . .. But don't you look ... And I mean it .. ." All the
while, the strange edifice grows, so there's plenty of action and variety in the pic-
tures. When Stanley comes ... You'll be surprised. Very funny, with a keen sense
of suspense.
Brinckloe, Julie. The Spider Web. Doubleday, 1974. 26p. illus. $3.95.
A picture book without words shows the laborious construction, strand by strand,
M of a spider's beautiful web in a stand of tall grass; on the final pages it is cut down by a
K-2 lawnmower. Although the illustrations are handsome, in a style reminiscent of Peter
Parnall but with stronger line, they do not have enough action or differentiation to
sustain a book that has no story or information to supplement the picture; that is, this
lacks the story element that pictures should supply in books of this kind.
Brown, Marcia Joan. All Butterflies; An ABC; woodcuts by Marcia Brown. Scribner, 1974.
26p. $5.95.
Handsome woodcuts in muted colors show creatures of all kinds in realistic or
Ad fanciful situations; save for a few pictures in which they would be inappropriate (the
3-5 Arctic, the ocean depths) butterflies of varied shapes and colors appear on all the
yrs. pages. Each of the double-page spreads uses words for two letters of the alphabet:
"All Butterflies, Cat Dance, Elephant Fly? Giraffes High." Some of the pictures
have a grave serenity, other are vigorous or humorous. Moderately useful as an
alphabet book, graphically delightful.
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Bunting, Eve. The Once-A-Year Day; illus. by W. T. Mars. Childrens Press, 1974. 44p. Trade
ed. $5.78; Library ed. $4.33 net.
Once a year the ship with supplies for their village came, and Annie Koonooka,
Ad thirteen, had saved thirty cents that nobody knew about. She was gathering berries
3-5 when she saw the ship's barges arrive, and she wanted to run down the hill and be the
first to greet them. But she was held back by Emma, sulkily, slowly trailing behind.
She was always held back by Emma, Annie thought; ever since her cousin's parents
had died and she had come to live with Annie's family, Annie had had to wait for
Emma and share with her. Grudgingly, at her mother's behest, she had done so.
Now she crept off with the prize, an orange she had bought with her savings, to savor
it alone. Along came Emma, crying. And for the first time Annie understood how
Emma was like the orange, bitter on the outside. So she shared her orange, the first
generous gesture she had made-and her own portion tasted all the sweeter. The
story is brief, adequately written and nicely illustrated, and while it has the universal
qualities of jealousy and generosity, it is weakened by the two facts that Annie's
understanding comes so quickly and that she didn't seem to understand earlier that a
recently bereaved child would be disoriented and unhappy.
Carter, Dorothy Sharp, ad. Greedy Mariani; And Other Folktales of the Antilles; illus. by
Trina Schart Hyman. Atheneum, 1974. 131p. $5.50.
One of the most delightful collections of folktales to appear in a long, long time,
R these stories from the West Indies are illustrated with black and white drawings that
4-6 are handsome and dramatic. The stories are entertaining in themselves, but they are
made delectable by the adapter's style, which captures to perfection the conversa-
tional tone of the oral tradition, extracts every ounce of humor from the stories, and
handles deftly the use of other languages in dialogue.
Chernoff, Goldie Taub. Clay-Dough Play-Dough; drawings by Margaret A. Hartelius.
Walker, 1974. 23p. $3.50.
A good craft book for the primary grades reader suggests many variations of
R articles made with a simple mixture of flour, water, and salt. Almost every ingredient
2-4 used for embellishment is easily available and inexpensive: pipe cleaners, nail polish,
toothpicks, vegetable coloring, etc. The instructions are clear, the projects uncom-
plicated, the illustrations adequate. The text points out that oven-drying should be
done only under adult supervision.
Clapp, Patricia. Dr. Elizabeth; The Story of the First Woman Doctor. Lothrop, 1974. 157p.
Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.59 net.
As she did in Constance, the author uses first person to gain immediacy in a fine
R biography of the first woman to get a medical degree in the United States. The
6-10 difficulties Elizabeth Blackwell had in being admitted to medical school, in getting
post-graduate training, and in being accepted as a practitioner have been described in
other biographies, but-seen from her own viewpoint-gain an added dimension
here. One reason this is so is that Dr. Blackwell is not pictured as an early convert:
an older friend suggested it, and the young schoolteacher was not at first enthralled.
Her problems, her triumphs, and her encouragement of other women who entered
the medical profession are interesting and admirable. The use of first person is
convincing and it avoids the adulatory tone so often found in third person biog-
raphies. An epilogue describes Dr. Blackwell's last years; a bibliography is ap-
pended.
[25]
Cobalt, Martin. Pool of Swallows. Nelson, 1974. 140p. $5.25.
A sophisticated and amusing mystery-ghost story is set in a rural community on
R the English coast, and the tale is outstanding in evocation of setting and in the use of
6-10 local dialect. The Swallows are three pools on the Babbacombe property, and there's
long been a dark suspicion that there's something fey about the Swallows just as
there have long been rumors that the Babbacombes have dark powers. A series of
peculiar happenings occur: cows are sucked down in a vortex in the usually placid
water, there's an exodus of animal life, and the Babbacombe house seems to have
been taken over by particularly destructive, noisy poltergeists. There's a love in-
terest, humor, and delightful characterization; there's also a logical conclusion that
explains the peculiar events in this well-paced story.
Corbett, Scott. The Great Custard Pie Panic; illus. by Joe Mathieu. Little, 1974. 48p. $4.50.
A sequel to Dr. Merlin's Magic Shop (reviewed in the June, 1974 issue) in which
M Nick and his dog Bert, walking in the fog, stumble into the toils of an evil magician.
2-4 Here they are again walking, fogbound, when they come across a just-opened bak-
ery. The "Nellie Rim" at the counter shows Nick that if you take out the "lie" the
remaining letters spell "Merlin." There's another contest of wits which Nick wins
when he gets control of Merlin's magic wand and commands all the bakery goods to
attack Merlin and his dog. This has action of a slapstick kind, but the treatment is
superficial and the plot slight. The simplicity of the writing and the large print make
for easy reading, but the story line has the overstated quality of a comic strip.
Dickinson, Peter. The Gift. Little, 1974. 188p. $5.95.
Dickinson does a masterful job of combining adventure with the theme of telep-
R athy, adds local color, perceptive depiction of characters, and a liberal dash of
5-9 suspense in a well written and skillfully paced mystery story. Only Davy's Welsh
grandmother and his sister knew that he had inherited the gift of reading minds;
Granny knew from her own experience that it could be a curse, and Davy often tried
to block his thinking, since the reception of others' thoughts was involuntary. Then
the boy was startled by receiving a stranger's thoughts, vicious and psychotic, and he
followed the man; thus he began the unraveling of a mysterious criminal plot in which
his own father was involved as a scapegoat, a plot that meant danger and confronta-
tion and death. Davy's father is strongly drawn, a weak man who is not evil but is
almost amoral, who loves his children enough, when faced with decision, to give up
his hopes of easy success, to tell his story to the police. Dickinson makes Davy's gift
completely credible.
Edwards, Julie. The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles. Harper, 1974. 209p. Trade ed.
$5.95; Library ed. $5.11 net.
Ben, Tom, and Lindy Potter (ages 13, 10, and 7) meet an odd, sprightly little man
Ad while they are visiting the zoo; he tells them of the creature called a Whangdoodle;
4-6 they meet him again at Hallowe'en and learn that there is still a Whangdoodle living,
king of other strange beasts in a beautiful, peaceful kingdom. With imagination-
training they can go there and see the Whiffle Bird, the Splintercat, etc. They train.
Their parents go on vacation, delighted that the children are going to spend so much
time with Professor Savant (a Nobel geneticist), and the trips to Whangdoodle Land
begin, with hazards put in their path by the king's man Prock. But after many dangers
the children reach the Whangdoodle, persuade him of the fact that their mentor can
create a mate for him (after all, Savant knows all about DNA) and persuade Savant
that he can make a female Whangdoodle if he wears a magic cap while experiment-
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ing. Result: joy in the palace, feasting all around, and little homilies along the way
about believing in the fantastic, conquering fear, remaining calm amidst chaos, et
cetera. Many readers will, of course, be enthralled just to be reading a book written
by a famous entertainer, and the story has plenty of action, a Seuss-like-catalog of
peculiar creatures, and the appeal of a successful quest. However, the story is
weakened by coincidence and contrivance: Lindy screams when a "cheerful-looking
lady" comes to the door on Hallowe'en, attracting Savant's attention, the giraffe's
face is "within inches" of Lindy's at the zoo, and so on. If these contributed to the
development of the story they might be acceptable-but they don't.
Egypt, Ophelia Settle. James Weldon Johnson; illus. by Moneta Barnett. T. Y. Crowell,
1974. 41p. $3.95.
A biography of the versatile Johnson concludes with the lyrics of "Lift Every
R Voice and Sing," the most famous of the many songs he wrote in cooperation with
2-4 his brother or with Bob Cole. Teacher, lawyer, diplomat, field secretary for the
NAACP, James Weldon Johnson is best known for the songs and books he wrote.
The text is simply written, most of it devoted to Johnson's childhood and the early
part of his career, but it touches on his major contributions and it avoids the adula-
tory tone that would be so easy to adopt with a subject so deserving.
Finlayson, Ann. Greenhorn on the Frontier; illus. by W. T. Mars. Warne, 1974. 209p. $4.95.
A lively and convincing frontier story is set in the period just before the American
R Revolution. An English brother and sister, Harry and Sukey Warrilow, have walked
5-8 weary miles through the forests of Pennsylvania to the acreage Harry had bought
from John Penn. During their stop in Pittsburgh they had gained an enemy, Girty,
and a friend, McBain; after they built their cabin they also became friendly with an
Indian who later warned them that Girty was coming to seize their land, having
entered a pre-emptive claim under Virginia authority. The little-known struggle for
land between Pennsylvania and Virginia gives, as do the frontiersmen's reactions to
delayed news of rumblings against the British from the seaboard, a solid historical
basis to a story that has sturdy characterization and good pace, with Sukey's hatred.
of slavery and her love affair with McBain (who frees his two slaves to please Sukey)
as minor themes.
Friedman, Ina R. Black Cop. Westminister, 1974. 159p. illus. $5.95.
Tilmon O'Bryant was one of a large, poor family; he was a school dropout but a
Ad hard-working adolescent who deeply believed his mother's adjurations to be thankful
6-9 for what you have, do the right thing, and be proud of what you are. Drafted, he
learned the bitter facts of discrimination against blacks; later, as a policeman, he
found the same sort of rejection of his abilities. Persistence and merit brought him,
despite the prejudicial treatment he encountered, to the position of Assistant Chief of
Police of Washington, D.C. As a study of prejudice and resistance, this is provoca-
tive; as a biography it is weakened by the fact that O'Bryant is depicted as almost
inhumanly perspicacious, patient, and noble (although he is clearly a remarkably
competent and upright man); as a literary entity, the book suffers from a careless
writing style that moves abruptly from one subject or scene to another.
Graham, Ada. Dooryard Garden; Tim and Jennifer's Calendar From Planning to Harvesting;
by Ada and Frank Graham; photographs by Susie Fitzhugh; drawings by Jocelyn
Polikoff. Four Winds, 1974. 91p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.88 net.
Photographs follow the brother and sister who, through a year, prepare, plan,
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Ad plant, and harvest a kitchen garden. They receive some parental help and advice, but
3-6 most of the work is done by Jennifer and Tim: choosing seeds, drawing a map of the
plot, composting, mulching, starting tender plants in a cold frame, and enjoying
-literally-the fruits of their labor. While the advice to be garnered is useful, the
book is weakened by the inclusion of ancillary material: an anecdote about trapping a
skunk, a tangential detour to explain the origins of the potato, Jennifer's stopping to
go off and play baseball; as a gardening guide the book is adequate, and the inclusion
of extraneous material seems more an obstacle than an embellishment.
Grant, Matthew G. Elizabeth Blackwell; Pioneer Doctor; illus. by John Nelson. Creative-
Education/Childrens Press, 1974. 31p. $5.27.
It is, alas, not to be expected that fourteen books turned out at the same time by
Ad one author would be impressive because of their style. This biography, one of the
2-3 fourteen, is clipped and terse: "Samuel Blackwell was a rich sugar merchant. But he
was also a deep-thinking man. He wished to help the suffering poor but he did not
know how. His nine children shared his beliefs." The short sentences are designed
for easy reading (also aided by large, well-spaced print) but the quotation is also an
example of the lack of logic in the writing: why "But" he was also. . . , why did a
deep-thinking man not know how to help the poor? Nevertheless, the text covers the
salient events of Doctor Blackwell's life, although it slights her medical career to give
space to the Blackwell family's situation in the years of her childhood.
Green Vale School. Bulldozers, Loaders, and Spreaders; A Book About Roadbuilding
Machines; by the Green Vale School and Nancy Arnaout. Doubleday, 1974. 59p.
illus. $4.95.
A book that was compiled as a class project describes the construction of a road
M and the machines that are used for various steps in the procedure. The text is written
2-4 simply, with only a few lines of print per page and with plenty of blank space; usually
the few lines of text face a full-page photograph. The photographs are commercial
ones obtained from the manufacturers of road-building equipment; they are of good
quality, but they don't always illustrate the text as well as a picture taken for the
purpose would do. For example, the text refers to the fact that dynamite is used to
blast rocks too big for a machine to use; the picture shows a machine and some rocks.
The format will make the book appealing to some readers, and pre-readers may like
to look at the photographs of machines, but the information is in any juvenile ency-
clopedia article, usually with more details given.
Hardendorff, Jeanne B. Sing Song Scuppernong; illus. by Jacqueline Chwast. Holt, 1974.
59p. $5.95.
A collection of sixteen nonsense songs is dramatically illustrated with deft and
Ad humorous black and white papercuts. The musical notation consists only of the
4-7 melody line for each song; most of the selections are narrative, some are the sort of
descriptive chants, like the confused "Today is Monday," in which campers and
bus-riders delight, some are simply silly jokes. The book can be used by adults
working with young children. In sum, the sort of songs that either leave one saying
"That's funny?" or, "That'sfunny!"
Holman, Felice. The Escape of the Giant Hogstalk; illus. by Ben Shecter. Scribner, 1974.
96p. $5.95.
While there have been other fantasies about forms of plant life that run amok, none
has the wry humor of this tale, Holman's style is bland and smooth, an effective foil
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R for the nonsensical events of the plot; while her major character seems exaggerated
3-6 (fumbling amateur chemist who is tolerated by his wealthy family, Anthony
Wilson-Brown is a bit too silly to be believable) he is undeniably funny. The illustra-
tions are amusing, too. Anthony W-B and his young nephew Lawrence stumble on
the giant hogstalk while on a Caucasian holiday, present seeds to the staff at Kew
Gardens, and are honored. The giant hogstalk malevolently grows and bursts
through the top of the greenhouse, scattering its seeds, it starts an avalanche of
severe rashes. Anthony and Lawrence, each working on a project (Elixir of Life and
False Fox-scent) throw their mixtures out of a window and discover that they have
found a cure for the rash that has puzzled doctors and aroused parliamentary con-
cern. Anthony again receives a medal from the Society of Royal Biologists. The giant
hogstalk bides its time.
Hopkins, Lee Bennett, comp. Hey-How for Halloween! illus. by Janet McCaffery. Harcourt,
1974. 32p. $4.75.
An attractive selection of poems is illustrated with sprightly, spooky drawings in
R black and white. A few of the poems are not specifically about Hallowe'en, but they
3-5 are perfectly appropriate to the holiday mood or to its symbols: black cats, goblins,
or a haunted house. The book has variety, the poems have been chosen with care,
and the subject should make the book appealing to children and very useful to adults
working with children.
Howard, Moses L. The Ostrich Chase; illus. by Barbara Seuling. Holt, 1974. 118p. $5.95.
Howard, who has also written under his Ugandan name, Musa Nagenda, writes a
R story of the Kalahari desert that is not restricted in time and is timeless in its theme.
5-7 An adolescent, Khuana knows that it is against the code of the Bushmen for a girl to
hunt-even to want to hunt; yet she has secretly collected a bow and arrows, has
learned how to make arrow poison, has practiced. She yearns to kill an ostrich,
knowing that it is dangerous. All the tribe disapprove of Khuana except her grand-
mother, who remembers that she too had wanted to hunt when she was a girl, and so
old Gaushe helps her grandchild. When a drought forces the Bushmen to move to a
new waterhole, Gaushe, ill, is left behind in tribal tradition; Khuana steals off to join
her, and the combined skills of the two defeat the "angry desert". Convincing
characters, a colorful setting, good pace, and an ending that is both logical and
satisfying give strength to the unusual story of feminine protest in an aboriginal
culture.
Howell, Ruth Rea. The Dome People; photographs by Arline Strong. Atheneum, 1974. 59p.
$5.25.
A description of the project undertaken by an enterprising group of adolescents
R who wanted a clubhouse for their own use. Land and material were furnished by
5-8 municipal agencies and the construction was undertaken by the young people. Text
and photographs follow each step of the building of a geodesic dome; although the
writing style is rather stiff, the book explains clearly the principle on which the dome
functions and it shows the initiative and dedication of the teenagers involved.
Hunter, Mollie. The Stronghold. Harper, 1974. 259p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.79 net.
Mollie Hunter creates a story set in ancient times with a conviction and vigor that
R are impressive. Her fictional explanation of the brochs, the heavy towers that are
6-10 found along the shores of northern Scotland, is deftly merged with an exciting plot and
interesting historical background. Coll, who had been crippled in a Roman raid,
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conceives the idea of a fireproof structure that would be impregnable; his plan is not
immediately accepted, but when it is, and the Romans attack, Coll is vindicated.
Much of the book has to do with the power struggle between the tribal chieftain and
the Druid leader, a contest that reveals-as the men and their adherents debate the
issues-both the details of the culture and the timeless battle between the progressive
and the reactionary. There's a love story, plenty of action, and a high dramatic sense
in the writing style.
Jerome, Judson. I Never Saw . .. ; illus. by Helga Aichinger. Whitman, 1974. 24p. Trade ed.
$3.95; Library ed. $2.96 net.
Each double-page spread carries a four-line poem describing some sight the poet
Ad imagines but has never seen: "I never saw a hedgehog with / an apple stuck upon his
K-2 back / happily walking through the fields / beneath a sky so black," or "In bending
grass, with arching tail / the pheasant stalks a worm/ If I saw a round eye staring/ I
think that I would squirm." The poems have some imaginative concepts but little
lyricism; the pictures are bold and striking, dominating the book and clearly being the
base for the poetry rather than illustrating the poems. However, the combination is
not wholly ineffective.
Jupo, Frank. A Place to Stay; Man's Home Through the Ages; written and illus. by Frank
Jupo. Dodd, 1974. 44p. $4.50.
While it doesn't attempt to be comprehensive, this text covers the changes that
Ad have taken place in dwellings from the first windbreaks and caves of prehistory to the
2-4 highrise buildings, experimental homes, and mobile homes of today. A brief look at
the ancient civilizations of the Near East, the castles and huts of medieval times, the
homes of American colonists and those of the native Americans they
dispossessed-and a quick jump to the present. Nothing of the Orient or of Latin
America, but the book does demonstrate how man's housing has responded to his
needs and has been influenced by the climate, topography, and materials in his
immediate environment. The writing is direct, at times choppy; the illustrations are
simple, occasionally out of scale.
Kalina, Sigmund. Three Drops of Water; illus. by Charles Robinson. Lothrop, 1974. 64p.
Trade ed. $4.25; Library ed. $3.94 net.
The spring thaw comes to the mountains, and three drops of water seep from a
R melting sheet of ice, moving from a mountain pool to a narrow stream, merging with
3-5 another stream to become a river that flows past farmlands and a city to a marshland
and then to the sea, where it is swept by the wind to a cloud and a new cycle of
movement. As the water flows, it becomes polluted and then revitalized. The text
describes the water cycle; the creatures that live in streams, rivers, and marshes, and
the food chain they form; and the effects of pollutants on the composition of the
water and the lives of its inhabitants. Handsomely illustrated and clearly written, the
text is accurate in its description of ecological interdependence, marred only by an
occasional reference to Nature "inventing" or "designing" animal forms in special
ways.
Kirk, Ruth. Hunters of the Whale; An Adventure in Northwest Coast Archaeology; by Ruth
Kirk with Richard D. Daugherty; photographs by Ruth and Louis Kirk. Morrow,
1974. 160p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.11 net.
An absorbing account of an archaeological project is described in straightforward
prose. Written by the author of The Oldest Man in America (reviewed in the Sep-
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R tember, 1971 issue) with the professor of anthropology who directed the project,
6- Richard Daugherty, the book gives not only the same insight into the work of ar-
cheologists that the earlier book did, but also the sense of excitement and fulfillment
that the scientific team enjoys. The project is the excavation of Ozette, an abandoned
Makah Indian site on the Pacific coast; it has gone on for many years and was
instigated and assisted by the Makah Tribal Council. Excellent reportage, a real
contribution to the reader's understanding of the work of anthropologists and the
methodology of archeology. An index is appended.
Kwitz, Mary DeBall. When It Rains; written and illus. by Mary DeBall Kwitz. Follett, 1974.
31p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.98 net.
Soft-textured drawings in pastel tones show the small creatures of pond and
Ad meadow either taking shelter from the rain or enjoying it. While the book may help
4-6 sharpen children's observation or make them more conscious of their environment, it
yrs. is not arresting as poetry. The first two selections, untitled, are examples of the
conventional simplicity of the writing. "Creeping/Crawling/Little things/Things that
hop/And things/With wings/Hide/Inside/When it rains," and "The bee/Flies under/A
leafy bower/Or crawls inside/A handy flower/When it rains."
Lavine, Sigmund A. The Games the Indians Played; illus. with photographs and old prints.
Dodd, 1974. 93p. $4.25.
An interesting survey of the games played by Eskimos and Indians of the
R Americas explains the ceremonial origins of many of the games, whether they are
5-7 games of chance or of skill, and frequently incorporates Indian legends into the
explanation. The separate chapters deal with types of games, tribal variations and
descriptions of the ways in which the games were played being included. Although
the writing style is so direct and crisp as to be almost terse at times, the material is
fascinating. Illustrated by reproductions of old prints and paintings, the book has
minor reference use. An index is appended.
Lefkowitz, R. J. Fuel for Today and Tomorrow; illus. by John E. Johnson. Parents'
Magazine, 1974. 64p. $3.97.
Although the text has some instances of inadequate explanation or poor place-
Ad ment, it is on the whole a competent survey for young independent readers of the
2-4 complex problems of fuel shortage, energy use, and pollution. The author describes
the formation of fossil fuels, the ways in which they are used to produce energy in
various forms, and the conflict between environmentalists' goals and consumers'
needs. Or-Lefkowitz points out-what consumers think they need. Several ways of
conserving energy are suggested, and the text describes some alternate sources,
reminding the reader that most of these depend also on use of fossil fuels, or are
expensive, or would create additional pollution. The material is well-organized, the
writing is direct in style, the lapses usually not a bar to comprehension. An index is
appended.
Levine, Edna S. Lisa and Her Soundless World; illus. by Gloria Kamen. Behavioral Publica-
tions, 1974. 30p. $4.95.
One of a series of books on "psychologically relevant themes" is written in second
R person, reminding the reader of how he or she learned to talk, use other senses, and
3-5 to appreciate the pleasure of being able to see, hear, taste, etc. The text suggests that
the reader watch only the picture on a television set to understand how frustrating it
is to be unable to understand; it describes eight-year-old Lisa, whose parents realized
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something was wrong and, on taking her to a doctor, found that Lisa was deaf. It
describes the ways in which Lisa and other hard-of-hearing children learn, with
various degrees of success, to cope with their handicap. While the writing style is
repetitive and occasionally pedestrian, and while the reader may wonder why Lisa's
parents took so long (to judge by the illustrations) to realize that something was
drastically wrong with their child, the book accomplishes several things: it makes the
deaf child's plight explicit, it makes clear the difficulty a deaf child has in learning to
speak, it explains why a child so handicapped may feel angry and unloved, and it
stresses the fact that the halting speech of the deaf may be governed by physical
limitations, that it is not due to a lack of intelligence.
Lorenzo, Carol Lee. Mama's Ghosts; pictures by Eros Keith. Harper, 1974. 169p. Trade ed.
$4.95; Library ed. $4.79 net.
After Daddy had left and Ellie's mother took a job, Ellie and her grandmother,
Ad whom she called "Mama", were together every day when Ellie was not in school.
5-6 The times Ellie prized most were the times when Mama talked about her past, her
"ghosts." Such was Ellie's love that she rebuffed her friends in order to go home
after school and be with Mama, and when she won a medal and a trip in a contest,
Ellie didn't want to go. Mama had had a heart attack and was home, frail and
convalescent, but she still was a powerful persuader, and Ellie went off with her
mother on the contest trip having learned that you cannot cling forever, knowing
that-like Mama-she would have ghosts to treasure. The relationship is tenderly
portrayed, and the story of Mama and her ghosts, or memories, is balanced by Ellie's
longing for her father and her relationships with her friends at school. It is weakened,
however, by the sometimes-fragmented style and the almost mystical handling of the
shared memories, during which Ellie is involved in the episodes of the past, at times a
bystander, at times a participant.
Low, Alice, David's Windows; illus. by Tomie de Paola. Putnam, 1974. 30p. $4.69.
Child-centered cozy drawings add to the appeal of a book that describes David's
R trip to Grandma's. David, who tells the story, enjoys the variety of windows in the
K-2 shops he and Mom pass on the way to the station, but she hurries him along too fast
to see them. He travels alone, fascinated by what he sees from the train window and
appreciating Grandma's slower pace, after he arrives, as they walk about town and
do errands. Although this seems a little unfair to Mom, since they were hurrying to
catch a train, it does show the different paces of urban and rural life, it's nicely told,
and it has the attraction of a solo journey as well as the indubitable allure of
window-gazing.
Madison, Winifred. Bird on the Wing. Little, 1974. 249p. $5.95.
Unhappy Elizabeth decides to run away from her new home in Nebraska, where
Ad she lives with her father and step-mother, and hitch-hike to her mother's home in
6-9 California. She meets and travels with Maija, a young woman who is confident and
serene, dedicated to the art of weaving, and compassionate in her treatment of the
younger girl. Elizabeth, disappointed with Sacramento and annoyed by her
stepfather's advances, is ready to go back and finish high school in Lincoln when she
suddenly remembers Maija. Telling nobody, she goes to San Francisco, where Maija
takes her in, gives her weaving lessons, helps her plan for the future. Maija is
murdered, Elizabeth completes her friend's commissioned tapestry, and decides
-again-that she must go back to her father. Although the information about weav-
ing is interesting, there is so much of it that it obtrudes on the story. The San
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Francisco setting and the characters Elizabeth meets there are quite vividly depicted,
but the book is marred somewhat by the fact that there are so many strong charac-
ters, and to a lesser extent by the length of the hitch-hiking sequence. The writing
style is competent, the dialogue very good.
Manning-Sanders, Ruth. Tortoise Tales; illus. by Donald Chaffin. Nelson, 1974. 95p. $4.95.
First published in England in 1972, a collection of very short folk tales about
R animals is particularly suitable for a read-aloud audience. The stories have simple
K-3 plots, several use such devices as a refrain or cumulation, and most of them are
humorous. One or two tales seem flat, lacking either humor or drama, but the rest
have good pace and movement. The country of origin for each story is cited, and
several of the tales are versions of familiar patterns-a Creole tale, "Hyena and
Hare," for example, ends with Hare in the briar patch.
Manushkin, Fran. Bubblebath! pictures by Ronald Himler, Harper, 1974. 27p. Trade ed.
$4.50; Library ed. $4.79 net.
A minimum of text is used, and it suffices, in a small book in which two
R self-sufficient little sisters indulge in a favorite indoor sport. "I'm dirty," says one;
3-5 and Little Miss Echo says, "Dirty too." "I need a bubblebath." "Bubblebath!"
yrs. And they're off, climbing in and out of the tub, splashing, squabbling over bath toys,
hugging, and even washing. Eventually they climb out and dress, complacent over
their cleanliness, go out to play, and promptly get dirty. It isn't quite convincing to
have no adult on the scene, and the story is slight, but the whole should appeal to
small listeners who have enjoyed the procedure themselves.
Marcus, Rebecca B. Fiesta Time in Mexico; by Rebecca B. Marcus and Judith Marcus; illus.
by Bert Dodson. Garrard, 1974. 95p. $3.08.
A description of Mexican holidays, national and religious, begins with the celebra-
Ad tion of the Day of the Dead in November and goes through the year's festive days.
4-6 The facts about each holiday include explanations of the ways in which it is cele-
brated and the occasion that is commemorated. The writing style is pedestrian but
the book should be useful.
Mayer, Mercer. What Do You Do with a Kangaroo? written and illus. by Mercer Mayer.
Four Winds, 1974. 40p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.88 net.
What do you do with a kangaroo who sits on your bed and orders you to change the
R sheets? You throw him out. What do you do if you want to get dressed but find a
4-6 llama wearing your favorite jeans? You throw him out. What do you do when a
yrs. Bengal Tiger is using the tricycle you were planning to use yourself? Same answer.
Each incident is elaborated upon; the tiger, for example, wants to be pushed to a
circus and sung a song about "waffles and airplanes and matters-of-fact." In the end,
all the animals pile on the girl's bed, there's a tussle, and "What do you do if you
can't throw them out?" "You let them stay." The construction and ending are weak,
but the incidents are enjoyably nonsensical and the illustrations are very funny
indeed.
Morrow, Barbara. Well Done; ad. and illus. by Barbara Morrow. Holt, 1974. 27p. $5.95.
Adapted from a twelfth-century German tale, this is the story of how the women of
R a small dukedom ended a power struggle between the duke, Henry of Bavaria, and
3-4 King Conrad III of Swabia. Fearing for their crops and their animals outside the
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walls of the duke's castle, the besieged peasants urged the duke to surrender. He
refused. When the king ordered the women and children to leave, saying that he
would burn the castle, the wily duchess begged that each woman might take out that
which she most treasured. And out they came, each woman carrying her husband.
(Poor bachelors!) End of fight. Mildly amusing, nicely retold, and attractively illus-
trated; the pictures are in dulled tones, but they have plenty of action and some
humor in the last pages.
Murphy, Shirley Rousseau. Poor Jenny, Bright as a Penny. Viking, 1974. $5.95.
Jenny Middle was fifteen, living with her widowed mother and Lud, her mother's
Ad lover (a coarse, feckless man who had to be kept hidden lest the welfare authorities
7-10 learn about him), her pretty and irresponsible older sister Crystal, and a younger
brother, Bingo, she loved and protected. Mama was sent to prison for shoplifting,
Crystal ran off with a man, and the younger two were sent to a detention home.
Taken in by a policeman's family, Jenny enjoyed the stability and security of her first
real home; she even had time to do the writing she so much enjoyed. Mama had an
accident after she was released from jail; Crystal, who had become a drug addict,
died; Jenny tried to make a home for Mama after she got out of the hospital-but it
didn't work: Lud showed up again and Mama went off with him. The story ends with
Jenny and Bingo back at the policeman's home, secure again and relatively happy.
The writing style is excellent, the characterization and dialogue strong and convinc-
ing; what seems lacking is a focus for the story: it is realistic, it is candid if depress-
ing, but it seems to have no theme-unless it is the concept that the resilient young
can endure in formidable circumstances.
Navarra, John Gabriel. Safe Motorboating for Kids; photographs by Celeste Scala Navarra.
Doubleday, 1974. 63p. $4.95.
A continuous text is broken into short topics ("The Rudder," "Backfire Flame
Ad Control," "Whistles and Bells," "Charts," etc.) and illustrated by clear, sharp
4-7 photographs. The explanations of operating parts, safety measures, rules, and
equipment are clear, although there is an occasional term used that is not explained
until later in the text. The references to details in illustrations are not always satisfac-
tory despite the clarity of the pictures; labelled parts or captions are needed for some
of the photographs. The lack of an index or a table of contents limits the usefulness of
the book. A glossary of nautical terms is appended.
Pace, Mildred (Mastin). Wrapped for Eternity; The Story of the Egyptian Mummy; line
drawings by Tom Huffman. McGraw-Hill, 1974. 192. $6.95.
While the subject of mummies and Egyptian tombs is treated in many other books,
R this is the only one that is completely devoted to the subject-and it's excellent. The
5-9 writing style is crisp and informal, the organization of material into and within chap-
ters is logical, and the easily-incorporated research is evident in the extensive bib-
liography. The text describes Egyptian beliefs about death, funeral and burial prac-
tices, tombs and tomb robbers, the work of archeologists, the art of mummification
and the delicate techniques used by those who unwrap the mummies, and the deduc-
tions scientists are able to make about the person who lived so long ago from the
mummy examined today. An index is appended.
Parker, Elinor Milnor, comp. Four Seasons Five Senses; illus. by Diane de Groat. Scribner,
1974. 132p. $5.95.
Few modem poets are included in a pleasant but conservative anthology of poems
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Ad that are grouped by seasons; the "Winter" section, for example, includes some
6- poems from Shakespeare's plays, an excerpt from "Snowbound," poems by Tenny-
son, Longfellow, Shelley, Coleridge, Bridges, Dickinson, Frost, et cetera. The
calibre of the selections is high and the book should, because of the groupings, be
useful, but there is little here that has not been included in many anthologies. Author,
title, and first line indexes are appended.
Peck, Robert Newton. Soup; illus. by Charles C. Gehm. Knopf, 1974. 96p. Trade ed. $4.95;
Library ed. $5.49 net.
Soup was Robert Peck's best friend during his boyhood, and this is an episodic
Ad account of some of the ploys and scrapes the two shared when they were in elemen-
3-5 tary school. There's a homespun humor and an aura of nostalgia about these rural
anecdotes, but the first try at smoking, the confrontation with an irritated neighbor,
or the contretemps with a school nurse all seem just a little too hayseed-cute, and the
book lacks the variety of mood or tempo it needs to compensate for the omission of a
story line.
Pesek, Ludek. The Earth is Near; tr. from the German by Anthea Bell. Bradbury, 1974. 206p.
$5.95.
Winner of the 1971 German Children's Book Prize, capably translated, this story
R of the first expedition to Mars is far from the usual derring-do in space. Pesek draws a
7- dramatic and convincing picture of the small crew's boredom and trepidation on the
long journey. The story is told by a psychologist, one of the ship's two doctors, so
that the analysis of motives and reactions is natural and authoritative; he describes
the struggles against the desolation and dust of Mar's surface, the conflicts between
individuals under stress, the catastrophic breakdown of machines and men. Although
the writing style is heavy, the book is engrossing because of the percipience of the
author and because the problems of the astronauts are those that have existed for any
group of explorers; the reader can better understand Columbus or Coronado and
their achievements thereby.
Pomerantz, Charlotte. The Piggy in the Puddle; pictures by James Marshall. Macmillan,
1974. 26p. $4.95.
James Marshall's plump pink pigs posture or gambol merrily through the pages of a
Ad slight but amusing story told in bouncy verse that leans just a bit too hard on non-
2-5 sence words and repetition, although both are standard appeals to the very young
yrs. listener. An obdurate little pig is happily wallowing in a mud puddle; exhortations by
her mother, father, and brother have no effect. Finally the members of her family
jump in, one by one, and join the piggy in the puddle. " 'Said the piggy/ squishy-
squashy, mooshy-squooshy /oofy-poofy/ Indeed,' said little piggy/ 'I think we need
some soap.' /But the other piggies answered/ 'Ooofy-poofy-NOPE!'/ So they all
dove way down derry/ And were very, very merry." Despite the fact that no mud
shows on the characters, the very idea of a communal mud bath will probably
enthrall the audience.
Rinaldo, C. L. Dark Dreams. Harper, 1974. 154p. Trade ed. $4.95; Library ed. $4.79 net.
An Italian-American household during World War II is the setting for a touching
R and trenchant story of courage, friendship, and fear. Carlo is twelve and has a
6-9 damaged heart due to rheumatic fever; because he is motherless and his father is in
the armed forces, he has come to live with his grandmother in a neighborhood where
there are bullies who taunt and persecute him. Carlo's dark and fearful dreams seem
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to him a shameful contrast to his father's gay confidence, and he is lonely until he
makes friends with a harmless, retarded man who plays long imaginative games and
who, despite his childishness, has a deep understanding that is comforting. Provoked
by the bullies, the man retaliates and is put in an institution; when he escapes, Carlo
tries to help him. Thus he learns, when his father writes in answer to Carlo's candid
letter, that his father also has fears and understands that his own fear is natural, that
each of us has this burden. Perceptive and smoothly written, an excellent first novel.
Robinson, Adjai. Singing Tales of Africa; illus. by Christine Price. Scribner, 1974. 80p. $5.95.
Illustrated by dramatic black and white woodcuts, seven stories are told by an
R author who had a storytelling program on Radio Sierra Leone. His preface explains
4-6 the role of the participating audience in these song stories, each of which is preceded
by the musical notation and words of the chorus or response. The tales-some
"why" stores about animals, one that resembles "Jack and the Beanstalk," some
that have no magic elements ("Ayele and the Flowers"), and some that have humor-
ous aspects-all have the flavor of the oral tradition. Notes on the stories are ap-
pended.
Samson, Joan. Watching the New Baby; photographs by Gary Gladstone. Atheneum, 1974.
65p. $5.95.
While there are many books that prepare a child for the advent of a sibling or
R describe reproduction and birth, few can prepare the older brother or sister for the
3-5 changes that take place during infancy or explain what the baby does and why.
Because of the direct writing style, this can be used by adults for children too young
to cope with the vocabulary, and the excellent pictures help considerably. After brief
discussions of the fetus, birth, and the physical appearance of the newborn, the text
is divided into chapters that describe such basic activities as touching, seeing, hear-
ing, sleeping, and crying; it gives the reasons for the infant's behavior and tells the
reader what to expect. A list of behavioral changes and the average age at which they
take place, a glossary, and a list of sources are appended.
Schlee, Ann. The Guns of Darkness. Atheneum, 1974. 238p. $5.95.
A story told by a young girl, Louisa, whose mother was Ethiopian and whose
Ad father was British, is set in Ethiopia in the middle of the 19th century and has
6-8 historical basis. Its central figure is the Emperor Tewodros, whose ability and energy
as a leader of his people and a reformer had, at the time of this story, been replaced by
suspicion and egomania. Louisa's brother-in-law, a German, one of the pawns in
Tewodros' battle against the Europeans, is a man who is treated as a prisoner and
forced to help make the cannon that will be used against his rescuers. While Louisa is
a useful figure as an observer (her father and her brother-in-law did exist; Louisa is a
conjectural figure) she is so incidental that her love story assumes little importance.
However, as a vivid recreation of a period and place with which few readers will be
familiar, the book is strong, and the characterization of the once-mighty Emperor is
excellent.
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